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7,    Ibn Elaram
fi When Abu't-Tulaiq . . . met one of the leaders of the
Christians or the Jews riding, he made "hi™ descend
and insulted him. He did so with the physician Ibn Tuma*
and later with his son, and also with Ibn Karam, the Jew."
Ibn al-Fuwati, p. 150, under the year 639/12-il.
The Diwan of El'azar Hababli contains certain poems written
in honour of the Karam family which have been published by
H. Brody in Ha-Zofeh (Budapest, vi, pp. 123-133). These poems
obviously deal with a respected and influential family in Baghdad
Jewry, of which we hitherto knew no more than the names of a
few members. Our Arab chronicler now extends our knowledge
regarding this family in an interesting fashion. What we should
actually understand from the phrase " one of the leaders of the
Jews'* (->j-^ s-^-tJ^? ^j.* J^>-^) is hard to say. ETazar Hababli
also calls him only DnfcO- I* is possible that as one of the notables
of Baghdad Jewry he had won himself a special place in the
economic life which had afforded him the privilege of riding
through the streets of Baghdad—a privilege denied the ahl
adh-I)himma in general.
8.   elz2 ad-Daula b. Kammuna /£;**>
" In this year (6S3/12Si) it became known in Baghdad that
'Izz ad-Daula b. Kammuna the Jew had written a book entitled
e Investigations regarding the Three Religions . . .* The people
rose up in excitement and gathered together in order to
penetrate into his house and slay him. Thereupon . . .
the prefect of 'Iraq, Majd ad-Din b. al-Athir and a group of
officials rose to the Mustansiriyya and summoned the Supreme
Judge and the teachers to him in order to clarify this situation.
They sought for Ibn Kammuna, but he kept himself hidden.
When the Supreme Judge rode to prayer on this day, which
happened to be a Friday, it happened that the crowds prevented
him doing so, and he turned back to the Mustansiriyya. Ibn
al-Athir went forth to calm the crowds, but these showered
abuse upon him and accused him of belonging to the part of
Ibn Kammuna and protecting him. Thereupon the Governor

